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POLITICAL CONFLICT IN CHINA 


For twenty yeaus Generalissimo Chiang Kabshek has beer, attempt 
ing to build & strong central state in Chins under the jenderdhip of the 
netionilist party, the Kuomintany. In Vhs process he hae had to cope 
with {hee powerful forces of opposition ~~ the political Hberals both. 
inside and outeide the Kuomintang, the provincial warlords, and the 
Communists, 


Tr 1986 and 1087 all ot the major political elements in Ching recog 
nized theis muted interest in cooperation against Japanest eppresaion, 
Under pressure from Ching’s students, shopkeepers, peasants, Workers, 
and eventually from her qaerchants, Dankers, ‘and industrialists, ihe 
landlord-deminated uomintang abandoned fis policy of appeasement 
and i 1987 agreed to enter & touse antivtapaness comlition jneluding the 
Communists. 


Since then, however, the united front has fenied to disintegrate. 
“ith fhe loss of the enstert sogstel elties to the Japanese, the eormmer- 
cial, banking, and andostrial groups lost the basis of their power. Their 
modetating infiinee on the resetionary landlord groups in. the Knomils- 
fang declined. Hostility among all Chinese factions has freresped and Tas 
produced & continuing crisis. It fire past year especially, pritical miliary 
reverses, Taouinting inflation, snd reported. gorruption and disorganiza- 
tion Inthe Chungking paminisiration have seriously weakened the ‘pollti- 
eal position of the Central Government. 


"he Chinese Communists and liberals of all parties, including the 
Huominiang, agme with Chiang on the necessity of building iron 
China and driving out the dapanest. But they oppose the Ruomintang's 
present one-party rule, and demand tore efective conduct of the war, 
democratic reforms, and 4 share in the national government for then 
galves, The warlords, whose influence for the moosh part rests solely on 
their provincial rliltary and political power, oppose and fear Central 
Government encroachment on loc8l ‘prerogatives. The tiberals atid the 
warlords im southern and southwestern Chins fave planned b coglition 
in opposition to the Chungking Governmant and nave made overtures ta 
the thitd dissident element, the Chinese Communists. The Allied wart 
effort in Agia and the post-war position of China largely depend Upon 
Chiang Kai-shek's ability to draw together ® preponderance of these 
disparate forces and avoid civil wer, 
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Chiang Katshek and the Kuomintang 


Chiang Kai-shek stands abows all groups in Free China as a symbol 
of leadership taward national unifleation, His professed aim hes been to 
build a strong, cohesive, modern China which can axert a beneficial lead- 
ership In Par Eastern and world affairs, In striving for this goal, the 
Central Government has maintained that ft miust reduce watlordisn, 
and provincial separatism, and cannot tolerate control af territory ot 
support of an independent army by tie Chinese Communists. 


Chiang heads the whole machinery of government, which is in the 
hands of & single party, the Kuomintang. According to the theory on 
which the Chinese Republic was founded, the masses of the people are too 
filiterate and inexperienced to handle thelr own destiny until after am 
indefinite period of tutelage in the exercise of political rights. While the 
Central Government has promised the adoption of 4 democratic comsti- 
faxtiort and the end of Kuomintang tutelage ahortiy after the war, Chung- 
king has continued to concentrate increasing authorlty in the hand of 
one man and one party, Chiang, as leader of party, gevernment, and 
armed forces, wields extraordinarily broad diserctionary powers under a 
aystem of government that does not at present pretend to be Teaponsible 
to any higher authority than a single political party. 


‘Within that party, tie Kuomintang, & struggle for power is now 
going on partly as a normal, qexsonal rivalry for power, bet alse partly 
a struggle between Western-type liberuliam versus political reaction. The 
atrongest faction is the extreme nationalist "OO" clique, led by the Chen 
brothers, These old-line Party members believe that a sirong and wnited 
China. ean be achieved only by strict Kuomintang control in terms of 
their strongly natiénalistic interpretation of Bun Yat-nen’s Three People’s 
Principtes. While willing to accept the technive! mivantages of ‘Western 
science, the “CO" clique Insists on the Tendissence of ancient Chinese 
euiture. Supported ty the landlord-afficial class, this iaction and its Army 
counterpart, the Whampoa Military Clique, tueve long dominated the 
Chungking Government, 


Tn China, the landlord is at the same time merchant, money-tender, 
and official, Acting in these various capacities, members of the Texndlord 
dass have bee able to monopolice control of the eceiomy and govern- 
ment at the village or county level and to supply most of the ‘political 
leaders for the provincial and national governments az well. The typical 
landiord-official in China is concerned éhinfly with collecting rents, taxes, 
and interest, He is opposed to economic changes which would upseb his 
special position and opposed to sharing political power With the peas. 
ants and other groups in society. An antifovein attitude is fairly com 
mon as a resitlt of fear that pressure from the outside will strengthen 
the forces tending to tndermine his ‘axiquie position. 


Another segment of the Kuomintang consista of menibera of the 
once-dominant group of merchants, hankers and industrialisis together 
with their amali but efficient following of technical assistants. Some af 
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these members, such as T. ¥. Soong, still occupy important positions it. 
the Central Government, Since the loss of the economic resoutecs of the 
constal eittes, this comparatively moderate element in. fhe Rucmiintans 
has become generally subservient the reactionary wing of the party. 


Recently, however, a small element of the Kuomintang led by Legis- 
lative Yuan President Son Fo and including liberal businessmen ant 
intellectuals has become increasingly vocal, Members of this group are 
generally convineed that their owzt interests ax well as China's will best 
be served by the modernization of the country somewhat along the Hnes 
of Ammorioan capitalistic democracy. Aided by strong foreign oriticiam of 
Ching and by weakening of Government prestige through Japanese mili- 
tary successes, Sun Fo's followers have recently come out more strongly 
for the loosening of censorship regulations, establishment of habeas cor 
pus, and. 3 sumewhat more conciliatory Kuomintang attitude toward the 
Chineso Communists. Bub these comparatively itberal leaders are less. 
politicians than modern civil service administrators, and have neither 
the organizational nor the ideological strength of the “oo” and Wham 
pos cligues. 


The membership of the three main groups in the Kuomintang is 
not fxd. Individual members of the party side wilh one group on. seriain 
fsimes and with mnother group on other issues, The main distinotion 
among the groups is thelr attitude toward democratic reforming and to- 
ward cooperation with the Commounista in 4 coalition government, The 
Kiorolntang iherals want civil liberties and efficient government ag 
much. ae the Communists do. They are also willing to work with the 
Chinese Communista and the Sovlet Union, The “OC” clique, on the ather 
hand, wants nothing that will shake its grip on the govractunent machine. 
Its metnhors refuse to compromise with the Communists and express 
opposition te Soviet: participation in the war againgh Japan. ‘he moderate 
group in the Kuohiintang docs not take a strong, independent stand 
one way or the other. At present If is. following the lead of the dominant. 
“oc” clique, Freed of the iufluence of this cliqta, most if not mi of the 
moderate group would probably be willing to participate in a codiition 
government with the Communists. 


The Demouratic Leayue : 


Strong opposition to the policies and tmethods of Chiang and the 
Central Goverment cames also from members of the gainority parties 
eonstituting the Federation of Democratic Parties, They take advantage 
of their relatively greater freedom in the areas of the anti-Chungking 
wartords to castigate the government for falling to meet thelr dernands 
for demoerstic rights, domestic reforms, and vigorous prosecution of the 
war. They trge concessions te the Communists and 2 coalition govern- 
ment. At present their only power ig as @ pressure group beth inside and 
outside the Government. 


The most important parties in the League are the Youth Party, the 
Natonal Socialists, the National Salvationists, end the Third Party. The 
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membership of the parties jg quite small, comslabin of college professors, 

‘newspaper editors, atuderniz, some corwervative Dankers, industrialists, 

minor officials, junior officers, and small merchatts, who have Witha ac- 
fual-power but considerable infinence pecauae of their prestige and con- 
tants. Since early 1941 the ‘Leagie has expressed opposition to Kuomine 
tang policies and attempted to bring about comlition stone amti-Rano+ 
pitntang groups. 


The cantar of League autivity has beer Kunniing, where it aperated 
with relative inewiom under the protection of General Lang Yun, Chair- 
may of the Yunnan Provincial Government. ‘Membership: in this ares 
fneludes personnel from the faculties of the varlous qniversties situated 
in Frunming. in Puig 1944 League members in unming stated that they 
‘tae giver up hope for reform from the Central Gowrnment, that Gener- 
alisaime Chiang himself was solely responsible for the weakness of the 
Ohinese Government, and that a movement had. peun organized to oppose 
the Chungking regime. 


Provinnial Warlords 


‘the impunity with which the comparatively amall Uberal grovp in 
fhe Democratic League oriticlaes the Central Government is largely due 
to its alliance with the anti-Chumgking provincial warlords, The wert- 
jords’ opposition to the Central Government is. based an a tradition af 
provincial pouthorliy chewacterisiic of China's semifendal polities! life. 
Chiang's efforts at wiification and ceritalization Inevitably yeduce their 
pilitary and. political power. They also declare that Chiang tsea thelr 
froops in desperate struggles against the Japanese in order to siminals 
provincial military strength 12 8 factor in the future gtrog@le for power 
in Ching, Politically they are at lenet aa authoritarian in their methods 
as the Kuomintang, bo whieh some of them belong, and they probably 
do nob sincerely subscribe to the democratic aims of the Hberals. But 
fearing elimination by & eontralized authority, they may be willing 10 
moke a bargain with the popular frank. 


Many provincial leaders ceOUyy germi-autonomeus role, and Central 
tovernment authocity just be maintained hy means of witking agret- 
nents with military Jeaders Who ate willing to compromise it order to 
insure theit own. survival, By & systen at barker att threats, the General 
ineimp has managed to keep the controling power over these watiords. 
While he is willing to qmake certain concessions, Chiang reserves the fight 


to command them to furnish troops wher necessary. The warlords a6 


Toyalty is usually subordinated to their self-interest in the event of @ 
clash. ‘The Generallssime apparently assures that he cast deal with these 
warlords separately, and ¢hab they are mndividually ino selé-seeking ever 
éo combine their forces against the Central Governmertt. 

Pawever, various warlords appear te be planning mnoperation against 


the Central Government allegedly a8 the grounds that tie Generalissimo 


js unwilling to equip provincial troops qrith American lend-lease WEApOTIA. 
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Sven, urider these circumelances, some ef these warlords say they are 
willing to fight the Japanese 4f thele awn provinces arc altadked, Others: 
are reported to have reached af agreement not to use their troops against 

rhe event of further enemy offensive action. They are 
ssid to have decided te take their troops to inaccessible seenarchainsna 
regions and hold them in readiness for the post-war maintenance of their 
established positions of provincial jendershiy. They believe that if they 
suddenly withdraw their support at the erlticat macment, Chisng’s tra0ps 
will be defeated by the enemy and Chiang himself will ‘be overthrown. 
Both eroups of warlords reportedly claim. that, if given American equip- 
ment, they would be willing to place thelr troaps wrider American com~- 
wund and allow them to be waed aguings the Japantse. 


Meniative Waylord-Liberal Coalition 


Since the nuillitary reverses of early and mid-1944, tentative plans 
have been made for a lone coalition of liberals and proviticial warlords 
in opposition. ta the Central Government. The essential element uniting 
these groups is thelr deep-seated opposition to the policies of the Central 
Government. The Democratic League is interested chiefly in reversing 
what it considers the reactionary trend at Chungking and securing real 
and immediate dentocratic reform, ‘The provincial milite gate’ attitude, 
although partly & genuine dissatisfaction with the Central Government's 
corruption and inefficiency on. the home front and its failure to provide 
properly for the army, ig mainly an opposition to the attempted centrall- 
vation of all power and authority in. Chungking. 


Despite the disparity in: objectives, both sides teeomnize the value of 
cooperation. The minority parties realtze that military power and support 
are absolutely mecessary for any change. ‘They further recommize that 
mani of the interested militarisia are willing to grant mort aoneeasions. 
than the Chungking leaders, avi feel certain that they would Twiwe & sig- 
rifmant influence in any AW government that they helped establish, The 
provincial militaries on their part naturally welconie Federation support 
for the increased presbige and respectability it brings to the movement, 


Chingse Communists 


The Communists are the most powerfitl group opposing the present 
Chungking regime, atid their military and political power is rapidly in- 
creasing, In contrast to the divided Kuomintang, the Coramiunisis hare 
been able to keep 4 high decree of internal unity aga result of their ats 
doemly rural ates of wonttol, their successhul peononuc program, aud 
thelr protection. of the people from the Japanese. 


Before 1997 the Ctunese Gommunist Party existed in widerground 
units throughout Kuomintang Ching and in small independent packets 
opposing Central Gavermment mititary forces. In that year The Comanu- 
ists announced the ahandonment of their polley of forcible oorfiscation 
of land for redistribution staong jandles: peasants and advanced @ pro 
gram designed to appeal to wider sections of Chinese society. By advo- 
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eating opposition to Japan and moderate infernal reforms, they have 
‘won the cooperation not only of the peasants but alse of most landlords, 
amall merchants, intellectuals, and other groups throtighout the exten 
sive areas in which they operate. ; 

During 1040 and 1941 after the Kuomintang had inaugurated an 
economic arnt military blockade of the Communist area in North China, 
the Communists wore in great economic dificulties. But eventually they 
found that by increasing agriculiural and industrial production they 
could be almogt selfaudicient, The Communist guerrilla forces, several 
Ynutired thousand strong, have been able te construct a net of popular 
resistance arotnd the Japanese garrisons and railways in the vital prov- 
inces of northern and eastern China, Territorially the Communists claim 
they already control larger, more strategic ares in Ching than the 
Kuomintang. They regard as theirs most of China north of the Yellow 
River and elatra to be patning ground in the provinces of Honan, Hinman, 
Kwangtung, Cheklang, Kiangel, and Prien. 


Kvominteng- Communist Stalemate 


tn the long negotiations and mancuverings which have taken place 
tetween the Kuomintang and the Communist Party since 1936, neither 
side has essentially modified its original propesals, The Communists ati 
insist on & conllion government, recognition of Communist Party and 
army, Tecognition of governments established behind Japanese lines, re 
lease of political prisoners, and a bill of tights involving freedom. of the 
press, freedom of assembly, and freedom from arbitrary arrest. Various 
parts of these demands are advocated also by anti-Kuomintang military 
lewders and by the perties comprising the Democratic Federation. On ts. 
part the Kuomintang has refused ta atcept the existence of semi-cuton- 
omens atroies and povernments and scams insistent upon tetaining ite 
“ankual monopoly of power while conceding only advisory roles to other 
groups. 


The Present Balance of Pour 


Both the Kuomintang and its most powerful opponent, the Com- 
munists, fear Hostile intervention by & non-Chinese third power. The 
Kuomintang claims that the Communist Party In China 4s the agent of 
éhe USSR, and that, should Russia fight Japan, she would conperate with 
the Chinese Comimtinists in the vital area of North China. For their part, 
the Chinese Communists fear an American Intervention that is not equal 
on the aides of Chungking and the Communists respectively, or in peo- 
portions exlewlated to preserve the present balance af power, They fear 
that the United States will victualty abandon Yerun, and they are irying 
to prove that they look to America az much a3 to Russia for future friend- 
ship and pmidance, 

The Cammauniats also profess to fear indirect intervention by Japan. 
They aseert that the Kuomintang, ander the pressiize of the 1044-45. 
military threat to Chungking, hms entered into a searet agreement where- 
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by Japar will use its forces only to cith into US military power and will 
leave Chungking forces intact to carry out a ruthless anti-Communist 
polley, After the war the Kuomintang would enter an economic partne 
stip with the Japanese: in China, while internationally they would at- 
tempt to secure US aid in & Chinese civil war against Yenan and the 
USSEH, From the Japanese point of view this future US-Supanese aillance 
is calculated on the basis of historic American friendship with Chiung- 
king, into which the dapenaie thight thus indivcetly insinuate themselves. 


In the sbserice of decisive Intervention in China by foreign parwers, 
the “CO elique in the Kuomintang has little chance of retaining its ex- 
elusive politieal and military control in the face of growing opposition 
inside and atitside the party. Chiang Kal-shek may therefore find it nec- 
aggary to dissuclate the Central Goverament from the reactionary “CC” 
clique. The Kuomintang’s role 3s a major politival factar would then 
depend upon the eventual political resurgence of moderate elements im 
the party, which will probably result when Chine enters a perlod of com- 
mercial, industrial, wd financial reconstruction, In any cave the oppaul- 
tion groups, especially the Communists, are Srmily established. The early 
formation of a broad epalition government, excluding the “OC” clique, 
appears to offer the Generalissimo the only opportunity of avoiding civil 
war in Chima. 
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